particular interest to them, but the book as such could hardly be recommended to the serious examination candidate. There may be some appeal to the practising specialist, but again it is doubtful whether in Britain he would want to own this book. Having no experience of the American system I cannot give an opinion as to the value of this book to the American undergraduate or postgraduate, but This is a collection of papers selected from those published by Sir Charles Symonds during a career in neurology extending over fifty years. They include his classical papers on subarachnoid hemorrhage, cerebral thrombophlebitis, otitic hydrocephalus and head injuries, but there will be very few neurologists and neurosurgeons who will not read them again with profit and enjoyment. At the end are two moving addresses delivered in memory of J G Greenfield and Lord Brain. As an introduction, the author has written a short autobiographical chapter which is full of interest, both for its account of his own activities and for the sketches that it includes of his own teachers and colleagues. Those who have been taught by Symonds will certainly enjoy this volume and others will be able to capture something of the excitement of the working of his inquisitive mind, with the firm backing of wide experience and an exactness of observation that is quite extraordinary.
How difficult it might have been for some great men to select, from work published over this length of time, papers that were still worth reading; Sir Charles Symonds' difficulty must have been to know which to leave out. When one looks at these papers and the appended bibliography of his other work, how striking it is that there is nothing that is trivial, and nothing written for the sake of writing, rather than for the sake of what it has to say. Australian and the five 'Continentals' added to the distinguished company. As recognized world authorities on their particular subjects, all delivered an up-to-date account of specialized aspects of their work. This is postgraduate material, mostly of a high standard.
Approximately half the volume is devoted to otology, the remainder to plastic, head and neck and laryngeal surgery.
The verbatim transcriptions of the panel discussions on stapes surgery and tympanoplasty are entertaining and informative. They demonstrate how fluid the situation remains, despite large areas of agreement. There is a comprehensive section on the facial nerve with some excellent dogma, marred only by the advocacy of decompression operations in Bell's palsy.
Plastic reconstruction of the auricle, usually considered so difficult, is made to look simple in diagram form, yet the published photographs of autograft cartilage repair are very convincing.
The sections on head and neck and laryngeal surgery emphasize the need for sub-specialization in this field. The panel members talk with the voices of authority and experience. As expected, the bias is in favour of surgery.
This book should be read by otolaryngologists, mainly for the descriptions of recent techniques and developments, but also for entertainment. Plastic surgeons would find much of interest. The present volume is a successful attempt to link existing knowledge on joint physiology and pathology with the results of recent electron microscopic work. It stems from a collaboration between the two authors which commenced some years ago in Sheffield, where they were much influenced by the late Professor D H Collins. Ghadially is now professor of pathology in Saskatchewan, and Roy assistant professor of pathology in New Delhi. They are authors of a number of scientific papers on the ultrastructure of joint tissues, and this book provides a useful synthesis of their observations and ideas with those of other workers.
It commences with an account of the ultrastructure of normal synovial membrane and articular cartilage, and goes on to describe findings in a variety of conditions including osteoarthritis, traumatic arthritis, hemarthrosis and rheumatoid arthritis. It is well illustrated
